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Proposal For General Meeting Goolawah Cooperative on 1st July, 2017:  -

The cooperative permits Chris Robbins, new owner of formerly Rod Wauchop’s block, to have up to 35 trucks transport logs from his property along Illa Langi Road, specifically traversing the section situated on the co-op’s lands some metres to the North of the actual Crown Reserve.
Background: -
C/R is the new owner of the land and his plans are aimed at providing a space for his family (of 4) to establish a residence with due consideration to bush fire safety and the like.

Chris has an approved Property Vegetation Plan for Private Native Forestry from the EPA, to log his 100acre property dated 10/4/17.

This permission states that Chris must have our consent to use our roads: “Operations that are under this PVP (such as haulage, track construction and maintenance etc) ancillary to private native forestry must not take place on neighbouring lands (including State Forest, National Parks and other Crown Land) without consultation with, and approval of, the owner of such land.”

Our solicitor Michael Young has informed us (19/5/17) that: “It may be that your neighbour does in fact have rights of access to his/her land that you and your fellow members of the cooperative have not identified because, by way of example, there s no formed road but simply a “road reserve”. These rights of access should of course be balanced against any trespass on cooperative land because the formed road deviates outside of the road reserve. ... Strictly speaking, any deviation of the formed road from the road reserve results in a trespass if the formed road is in fact on private property. We have been involved in at least 2 matters where such a deviation and trespass has resulted in: a dispute with a Council; and a dispute between adjoining landowners…. Finally and perhaps most importantly, there may need to be some "give and take" with respect to this issue so that insistence on strict legal rights does not become a protracted and uncommercial legal dispute with your neighbour”.
· The logging contractor from North Coast Forestry Management stated there would be up to 40 truck loads, involving 80 movements, and they have permission to take 20% of the canopy.

· . At the meeting on 3/6 Chris stated there would be 35 trucks. At approximately 8 to 10 trees per truck load, this equates to 240 to 300 trees – or 3 trees per acre

· Chris stated 27/5 that only Blackbutt would be logged, and they would be replanted with Tallowood. He has also stated previously that he intends to clear a paddock for horses.

· Chris said on 27/5 that he was unaware of access problems to his block when he bought it. Whilst at the time of sale numerous “private property” signs were displayed, the portion of Illa Langi not on the Crown Reserve is by no means obvious.

· Chris has agreed to pay for repairs to our roads caused by log trucks, and to place $15k in lieu into an escrow account and to contribute to future roadworks with annual contributions.

· Goolawah has voted twice to block access to log trucks on our private roads. This proposal seeks to set this aside for the Chris Robbins situation.
	Chris’ needs:

a. fire safety

b. solar access

c. save money

d. expediency (kids start school in Feb 2018)

e.    happiness of his family
	Goolawah’s needs (not all shared by all members):

a. fair and equitable use and maintenance of our roads

b. good relations with neighbours

c. protect flora and fauna

d. reduce greenhouse gas emissions

e.     harmony within our community


The June Community Meeting decided that Chris Robbins can transport sawn timber, eg. from a Lucas-type mill, via Illa Langi/Frog Hollow Rd; it was decided however that the described raw log truck movements should be put to the membership in the context of General Meeting – hence the Proposal herewith.

Note: -

Anne, Nityama and myself volunteered in the June meeting to try and work out the wording of the proposal. Since agreement could not be reached, the board has taken the matter in hand and presents this proposal in the interests of a timely resolution.
Ralph Erthel

Secretary

For Board of Directors

Goolawah Cooperative 

